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Search, and research, have evolved 
dramatically over the past decades.
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Physical search spaces, like card catalogs 
or library shelves, create neighborhoods.

3



Academic research tends to be siloed, 
posing discovery challenges.
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How can we better integrate institutional 
data to make it discoverable?
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Integration 
by location
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https://spatialdiscovery-ucsb.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://spatialdiscovery-ucsb.opendata.arcgis.com/


Integration 
by theme 8

https://arcg.is/0vLjDX
https://arcg.is/0vLjDX


How can we improve search for institutional 
data to make it more broadly accessible?
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Search for data using colloquial user terms 
must be supported semantically.

10



Semantic web technologies can bridge 
users’ terms with technical metadata.
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Improved spatial discovery can help us 
realize the socioeconomic value of data.
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Spatial data integration and semantic 
search can improve the discovery of 
valuable field station data in the near future.
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Increasing semantic interoperability helps 
track progress toward collaborative goals.
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Thank you!
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